
A God Worthy of the Name
John 1:14; 2 Corinthians 3:17,18

A Picture of God
When you think of God, what comes to mind?  Do you see him as all-knowing 
and all-powerful, the creator and sustainer of life life?  Do you think of his 
holiness?  God embodies all these qualities and more.  As mortals, we can never 
be like him in those ways.

But  God demands  that  we  become holy.   What  can  he  mean?   Logic 
indicates that such a challenge is impossible.  Since, as sinners, we're already 
destined to fail, why try?  We have enough failure in our lives, just trying to live 
up  to  the  standards  of  our  bosses,  families,  and  friends.   We find  ourselves 
falling short all  of the time.  It  would be impossible if God was “out there” 
somewhere and we were forever left “down here” to ourselves. But that's not the 
case.

Reflection
God became a man in Jesus so that we could “see” how to become like him 

and identify with his humanness, as he lived to please God.  Everything Jesus 
said and did was to model the love God intended for us.  The key is to remember 
that  Jesus'  mission  was  two-fold.  He  was  sent  to  be  both  a  tender-hearted 
shepherd and a tough-minded Savior.  As the shepherd, he showed compassion 
to those who were broken and in need.  But, as our Savior, Jesus also took a 
stand  for  the  truth.  His  love  was  based  on  kingdom  values  which  implied 
standards of behavior and judgment.

Accountability and Application

Some  men  are  strongly  oriented  toward  truth:  principles  and  projects. 
Others are drawn primarily to kindness: the needs of people. Both are “right” if 
they are willing to learn from each other.

,,Why do we need to keep both attributes in “creative tension”?
What  must  I  do  now  to  he  more  like  Jesus?   Who  will  hold  me 

accountable?  Your temptation will be to quit when the true you surfaces. But, 
don't!

That tension you feel is the beginning of understanding yourself and where 
you need to grow to be more like Christ.

Prayer:   Lord,  make  me more like Jesus.  I  want to be filled with your 
kindness for those in need. And, I want to be willing to take a stand for the truth  
even when that is tough to do. So, make my heart tender~ and toughen my mind  
to respond rightly to the challenges of a fallen world. May your Spirit live out  
Christs life through me!̓

John 1:14
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 14The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his 
glory, the glory of the One and Only,[a] who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth.
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2 Corinthians 3:17-18
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17Now  the  Lord  is  the  Spirit,  and  where  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is,  there  is 
freedom.
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18And  we,  who  with  unveiled  faces  all  reflect  the  Lord's  glory,  are  being 
transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the 
Lord, who is the Spirit.


