
Righteousness
Matthew 4:1-11; 22:34-40

“What's the bottom line?”

Bill, the president of a chain of convenience stores, received a letter from a 
group of parents who were concerned about minors having easy access to “soft-core” 
pornographic magazines.  As a Christian and a parent, Bill understood.  But, he had 

been hired to turn the stores around, since they had been losing money for years.
In examining the figures, Bill found that the magazines in question represented 

a significant yearly profit.  Knowing that the “bottom line” would rule finances, he 
wrestled with the issue in prayer.  And God answered.

By  telling  the  board  it  was  necessary  to  give  the  chain  a  “new  look,”  he 
predicted that  profits would rise if the stores were perceived to be more “family 
friendly.”  And they did!

Reflection

Righteousness is just plain rightness.  We make it too theological because it's a  
biblical word. Rightness is not easily defined, but we all know it when we see it. Our  
conscience affirms it.  —Harry Lathrop Reed

Testing and tempting are two sides of the same coin.  Satan tempts us in the 
tough times by asking, “Would a loving God let a man struggle in the wilderness?” 
He argues that God does not care and that we are free to satisfy our appetites and 
ambitions any way we wish.

Jesus fought Satan's lies by quoting the Word.  By knowing God's Word, he 
thwarted Satan's attack and gained victory.  And so can we!

Accountability and Application

Expect the wilderness. Though there are times when we all feel alone, the truth 
is that men need “brothers” who can help when they're wrestling with the truth and 
with issues of standing for righteousness. I f you don't have any “brothers,” pray for 
and actively seek out such a fellowship of committed men.

Are you currently in a situation where righteousness is at stake?
What can you personally do to “make a difference”?
How could our ambitions be twisted if we are not careful?
Do you have a “bottom line” when it comes to righteousness?  Does it show?

Prayer:  Father, 1 realize that there will be times when you put me to the test.  I  
know that as I cling to your Word, I will emerge as a man who is more like Jesus.  
But,  I  need  the  help  of  other  committed  men.  Lead me  to  “brothers”  who will  
faithfully help me through the wildernesses of life.

Matthew 4:1-11

M

The Temptation of Jesus
 1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted by the devil.  
2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry.  3The tempter came 
to him and said, "If  you are the Son of God, tell  these stones to become 
bread."

b

 4Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but on  
every word that comes from the mouth of God.'"

�

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest  
point of the temple.  6"If you are the Son of God," he said, "throw yourself  
down. For it is written:
   " 'He will command his angels concerning you,
      and they will lift you up in their hands,
   so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.'"

�

 7Jesus answered him, "It is also written: 'Do not put the Lord your God to  
the test.'"

t

 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the  
kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9"All this I will give you," he said,  
"if you will bow down and worship me."

�

 10Jesus said to him, "Away from me, Satan! For it is written: 'Worship the  
Lord your God, and serve him only.'"

�

 11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him.

��

Matthew 22:34-40

M

The Greatest Commandment
 34Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together.  
35One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with this question:

�

 36"Teacher,  which  is  the  greatest  commandment  in  the  Law?"   37Jesus  
replied: " 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul  
and with all your mind.' 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And 
the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.'  40All the Law and the 
Prophets hang on these two commandments."


