
Nobody is Perfect Week 21

May 14 -20
Discussion Questions
Old Testament

1. In 1 Samuel 31:1-7, Saul and his armor-bearer were overtaken by
their enemies in battle, and each fell on his own sword to kill him-
self. Did the armor-bearer act correctly when he refused Saul’s or-
der to kill him. Are these death’s properly called “suicide?” How
do they compare to the death of Samson in Judges 16:30?

2. God himself called David “a man after his own heart.” 1 Samuel
13:14. How do we reconcile God’s proclamation with the terrible
sins committed by David?

New Testament

1. What was the significance of the chief priests’ desire to kill Lazarus,
who had been raised from the dead? John 12:9-11.

2. Why was it that most of the people did not believe in Jesus, even
though he had performed so many miracles right before them?
John 12:37-43.

Notes and Commentary
Old Testament

In 1 Samuel 31:1-7, Saul and his armor-bearer were overtaken
by their enemies in battle, and each fell on his own sword to kill
himself. Did the armor-bearer act correctly when he refused
Saul’s order to kill him. Are these death’s properly called “suicide?”
How do they compare to the death of Samson in Judges 16:30?

[Matthew Henry’s Complete Commentary on the Whole
Bible] He was desirous to die by the hand of his own ser-
vant rather than by the hand of the Philistines, lest they
should abuse him as they had abused Samson. Miserable
man! He finds himself dying, and all his care is to keep
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his body out of the hands of the Philistines, instead of be-
ing solicitous to resign his soul into the hands of God who
gave it.1 As he lived, so he died, proud and jealous, and
a terror to himself and all about him. Those who rightly
understand the matter think it of small account, in com-
parison, how it is with them in death, so it may but be
well with them after death. Those are in a deplorable
condition indeed who, being bitter in soul, long for death,
but it cometh not,2 especially those who, despairing of
the mercy of god, like Judas, leap into a hell before them,
to escape a hell within them.

When he could not obtain that favour he became his own
executioner, thinking hereby to avoid shame, but run-
ning upon a heinous sin, and with it entailing upon his
own name a mark of perpetual infamy, as felo de se–a
self-murderer. Jonathan, who received his death-wound
from the hand of the Philistines and bravely yielded to
the fate of war, died on the bed of honour; but Saul died
as a fool dieth, as a coward dieth–a proud fool, a sneak-
ing coward; he died as a man that had neither the fear of
God nor hope in God, neither the reason of a man nor the
religion of an Israelite, much less the dignity of a prince
or the resolution of a soldier. Let us all pray, Lord, lead us
not into temptation, this temptation. His armour-bearer
would not run him through, and he did well to refuse it;
for no man’s servant ought to be a slave to his master’s
lusts or passions of any kind. The reason given is that he
was sorely afraid, not of death, for he himself ran wilfully
upon that immediately; but, having a profound reverence
for the king his master, he could not conquer that so far
as to do him any hurt; or perhaps he feared lest his trem-
bling hand should give him but half a blow, and so put

1Ecclesiastes 12:7 (WEB). ”...and the dust returns to the earth as it was, and the
spirit returns to God who gave it.”

2Job 3:20, 21 (WEB). “[20] Why is light given to him who is in misery, life to the
bitter in soul, [21] Who long for death, but it doesn’t come; and dig for it more than
for hidden treasures...”
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him to the greater misery.

...As he lived, so he died, proud and jealous, and a terror
to himself and all about him. Those who rightly under-
stand the matter think it of small account, in compari-
son, how it is with them in death, so it may but be well
with them after death. Those are in a deplorable con-
dition indeed who, being bitter in soul, long for death,
but it cometh no, especially those who, despairing of the
mercy of god, like Judas, leap into a hell before them,
to escape a hell within them. When he could not ob-
tain that favour he became his own executioner, think-
ing hereby to avoid shame, but running upon a heinous
sin, and with it entailing upon his own name a mark of
perpetual infamy a self-murderer. Jonathan, who re-
ceived his death-wound from the hand of the Philistines
and bravely yielded to the fate of war, died on the bed
of honour; but Saul died as a fool dieth, as a coward
dieth a proud fool, a sneaking coward; he died as a man
that had neither the fear of God nor hope in God, nei-
ther the reason of a man nor the religion of an Israelite,
much less the dignity of a prince or the resolution of a
soldier. Let us all pray, Lord, lead us not into tempta-
tion, this temptation. His armour-bearer would not run
him through, and he did well to refuse it; for no man’s
servant ought to be a slave to his master’s lusts or pas-
sions of any kind. The reason given is that he was sorely
afraid, not of death, for he himself ran wilfully upon that
immediately; but, having a profound reverence for the
king his master, he could not conquer that so far as to
do him any hurt; or perhaps he feared lest his trembling
hand should give him but half a blow, and so put him to
the greater misery.

[Jamieson Fausset Brown Bible Commentary, 1871]
He seems to have bravely maintained his ground for some
time longer; but exhausted with fatigue and loss of blood,
and dreading that if he fell alive into the enemy’s hands,
they would insolently maltreat him (Jos 8:29; 10:24; Jud
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8:21), he requested his armor bearer to despatch him.
However, that officer refused to do so. Saul then falling
on the point of his sword killed himself; and the armor
bearer, who, according to Jewish writers, was Doeg, fol-
lowing the example of his master, put an end to his life
also. They died by one and the same sword—the very
weapon with which they had massacred the Lord’s ser-
vants at Nob.

[Geneva Bible Translation Notes] So we see that his cruel
life has a desperate end, as is commonly seen in those
who persecute the children of God.

God himself called David “a man after his own heart.” How do
we reconcile God’s proclamation with the terrible sins committed
by David?

1 Samuel 13:13-14 (WEB). “[13] Samuel said to Saul, “You
have done foolishly. You have not kept the commandment
of the LORD your God, which he commanded you; for now
the LORD would have established your kingdom on Israel
forever. [14] But now your kingdom shall not continue. The
LORD has sought for himself a man after his own heart, and
the LORD has appointed him to be prince over his people,
because you have not kept that which the LORD commanded
you.”

Acts 13:22 (WEB). When he had removed him, he raised up
David to be their king, to whom he also testified, ‘I have found
David the son of Jesse, a man after my heart, who will do all
my will.’

[Adam Clarke’s 1810/1825 commentary and critical notes on the
Bible]

But in what sense was he a man after God’s own heart?

Answer:

1. In his strict attention to the law and worship of God.

CRCC Sat. AM Bible Study 4 ReadTheWholeBible.COM



Nobody is Perfect Week 21

2. In his admitting, in the whole of his conduct, that God was
King in Israel, and that he himself was but his vicegerent.3

3. In never attempting to alter any of those laws, or in the
least change the Israelitish constitution.

4. In all his public official conduct he acted according to the
Divine mind, and fulfilled the will of his Maker: thus was he
a man after God’s own heart. In reference to his private or
personal moral conduct, the word is never used. This is the
sense alone in which the word is used here and elsewhere;
and it is unfair and wicked to put another meaning on it
in order to ridicule the revelation of God, as certain infidels
have done.

[Barnes’ New Testament Notes]

A man after mine own heart. This expression is found in
1 Sam 13:14. The connexion shows, that it means simply a
man who would not be rebellious and disobedient as Saul
was, but would do his will, and keep his commandments.
This refers, doubtless, rather to the public than to the private
character of David; or to his character as a king. It means,
that he would make the will of God the great rule and law of
his reign, in contradistinction from Saul, who, as a king, had
disobeyed God. At the same time it is true that the prevailing
character of David, as a pious, humble, devoted man, was,
that he was a man after God’s own heart, and was beloved by
him as a saint and a holy man. He had faults; he committed
sin; but who is free from it? He was guilty of great offences;
but he also evinced, in a degree equally eminent, repentance,
Ps 51 and not less in his private than his public character
did he evince those traits which were prevailingly such as
accorded with the heart, i.e., the earnest desires of God.

3Vicegerent: An officer who is deputed by a superior, or by proper authority, to
exercise the powers of another; a lieutenant; a vicar. [1913 Webster]
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[The People’s New Testament]

This does not imply that David was perfect, but that he sought
to do the Lord’s will, instead of showing stubborn disobedi-
ence, like Saul. He exhibited nobility of purpose, sought the
welfare of the people, and aimed at a purer life.

New Testament

What was the significance of the chief priests’ desire to kill
Lazarus, who had been raised from the dead?

John 12:9-11 (WEB). [9] A large crowd therefore of the Jews
learned that he was there, and they came, not for Jesus’ sake
only, but that they might see Lazarus also, whom he had
raised from the dead. [10] But the chief priests conspired
to put Lazarus to death also, [11] because on account of him
many of the Jews went away and believed in Jesus.

[Barnes’ New Testament Notes] When men are deter-
mined not to believe the gospel, there is no end to the
crimes to which they are driven. Lazarus was alive, and
the evidence of his resurrection was so clear that they
could not resist it. They could neither deny it, nor pre-
vent its effect on the people. As it was determined to kill
Jesus, so they consulted about the propriety of removing
Lazarus first, that the number of his followers might be
lessened, and that the death of Jesus might make less
commotion. Unbelief stops at no crime. Lazarus was in-
nocent; they could bring no charge against him; but they
deliberately plotted murder rather than believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ.

[Burkitt’s Expository Notes, 1700] OBSERVE HERE, 1.
The unreasonableness of that rage and madness, which
was found in the chief priests against Lazarus. They con-
sulted together how they might put Lazarus to death.
But supposing that Christ had spoken blasphemy, in mak-
ing himself equal with God, supposing that he had bro-
ken the sabbath, by curing the man that was born blind,
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on that day; yet what had Lazarus done, that he must be
put to death?

But from hence we learn, That such as have received spe-
cial mercy and favour from Christ, or are made the in-
struments of his glory, must expect to be made the mark
and the butt of malacious enemies. Christ had highly
honoured Lazarus, by raising him from the grave: and
here there is a resolution against his life, whom Christ
had thus highly honoured: The chief priests consulted
that they might put Lazarus to death also.

OBSERVE, 2. The cause why the chief priests consulted
that they might put Lazarus to death; namely, Because
that by reason of him many of the Jews went away and
believed on Jesus. That is, many of the Jews, seeing the
miracle of Christ’s raising Lazarus from the grave, were
drawn thereby to believe in Jesus Christ; and this so en-
raged the chief priests against Lazarus, that they sought
to put him to death.

Learn hence, That nothing so enrages the enemies of
Christ, as the enlargement of his kingdom, and the sight
of the number of believers daily increasing. This pro-
vokes the devil’s wrath, and his servants rage.

[Family Bible Notes from the Nazrene Users Group]
Innocence is, in this world, no certain security against
suffering. The greater a person’s influence for good, the
greater may be his exposure, even from professed friends
of God, to persecution and death.

[Kretzmann Popular Commentary] In the course of the
same evening, while Jesus was still in Bethany, many
Jews came out from Jerusalem. The news of His com-
ing had traveled ahead of Him, after the usual manner
of such reports. But it was not only the interest in Jesus
that brought them out, the compelling motive rather be-
ing a morbid curiosity to see that man Lazarus, of whom
it was definitely reported that Christ had raised him from
the dead, many Jews having been present. Although
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some time had passed by since that event, the miracle
was still the great sensation. Here was a matter which
again caused great uneasiness to the rulers of the Jews,
whose spies were everywhere. This living witness was a
powerful testimony for the almighty power of Jesus, and
might thus become the reason why many people might
come to faith in Christ. This must be prevented at all
costs. And so the chief priests consulted about the mat-
ter and made the monstrous proposal, the cold-blooded
resolution, to commit murder; for to put the innocent
Lazarus to death was nothing short of that. Here the
devilish character of self-hardening unbelief is evident.
Rather than have more Jews desert their false cause and
believe in Jesus, their Savior, these leaders of the Jew-
ish nation devise one murderous scheme after the other.
Whenever the enemies of Christ seek to harm Him and
the preaching of His Gospel, even in our days, they al-
ways manage to concoct plausible reason to salve their
own consciences, But their acts are murder and arson
just the same, no matter what high-sounding names they
invent to cover their crimes.

[John S. C. Abbott and Jacob Abbott Illustrated New
Testament (1878)] The other three evangelists do not
mention the raising of Lazarus from the dead. It has
been supposed that they might have omitted to notice it,
for fear or increasing the hostility of the Jews towards
him, and putting his life in greater danger; whereas John
did not write his history until so many years had elapsed
that the danger had passed away.

Why was it that most of the people did not believe in Jesus,
even though he had performed so many miracles right before
them?

John 12:37-43 (WEB). [37] But though he had done so many
signs before them, yet they didn’t believe in him, [38] that
the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which
he spoke, “Lord, who has believed our report? To whom has
the arm of the Lord been revealed?”
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[39] For this cause they couldn’t believe, for Isaiah said again,
[40] “He has blinded their eyes and he hardened their heart,
lest they should see with their eyes, and perceive with their
heart, and would turn, and I would heal them.”
[41] Isaiah said these things when he saw his glory, and
spoke of him. [42] Nevertheless even of the rulers many be-
lieved in him, but because of the Pharisees they didn’t confess
it, so that they wouldn’t be put out of the synagogue, [43] for
they loved men’s praise more than God’s praise.

[The New John Gill’s Exposition of the Entire Bible]

The miracles done by Christ before their eyes, which they
could not deny, nor disprove, and were so many, and so great,
were aggravations of their unbelief; and such indeed is the
nature of that sin, and so deeply rooted is it, that the most
powerful means, and mighty works, will not bring a person to
believe in Christ, without the powerful and efficacious grace
of God.¨

[The People’s New Testament]

Yet they believed not on him. They had a kind of intellec-
tual faith, but were filled with doubts when they could not
understand. There was no real trust.

Random Quotes
"I poured Spot remover on my dog. Now he’s gone."

— unknown

"I think the team that wins Game 5 will win the series. Unless we lose
Game 5."

— Charles Barkley, NBA Basketball Player

"If you find yourself in the middle of a chess game with an evil ge-
nius, sometimes the best move you can make is to tip over the table."

— ComputerBob, 2004, http://www.ComputerBob.COM
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Notes:
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